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was faked, along with speculation that he may have been assassinated or committed suicide.  A 2017

DNA test confirmed that the body was Daniel.

An elaborate three-day funeral was held in Missoula, attended by Hmong throughout the country. 

Many Hmong communities collected donations of $2 and $3 each and sent the accumulated money to

the family.     

Originally many of the Laotians lived in the Bitterroot Valley in Montana.  However they

discovered they could thrive at lower elevations, and since settled throghout the United States.  

Now 330,000 Hmong live in the United States.  Among them is Sunisa Lee, whose mother, Yeev

Thoj, arrived in St. Paul, Minnesota, with her mother and older sister. In 1987.
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____“Jump’n Chutes” by Cherie Cooper, colored pencil artist, 2013.
               DC-3 jump plane jumping into the Montana sky showing 

parachutes that have used during the history of smokejumping 
  from 1938 to the present day.


